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comiyyatin har saviyyasinds totbigini tomin etmokdir. Belalikls, hom fordi
saylor, ham do kollektiv todbirlor naticesinds dilimizin safligi qorunacaq,
galacak nasillara diizgiin, zangin va estetik baximdan formalagmis ana dili mirasi
ottiriilocokdir.
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Abstract

This article examines the derivational functions of grammatical elements
belonging to noun categories in the Azerbaijani language, including markers of
quantity, possessive suffixes, case suffixes and predicative endings. Although
these elements primarily serve grammatical and syntactic functions, in certain
contexts they shift toward derivational usage and participate in word formation.
This transition is not accidental but is motivated by the communicative and
informational needs of the language. While grammatical-to-derivational shifts
are common in agglutinative languages, their productivity and scope vary from
language to language. Azerbaijani demonstrates a high degree of functional
flexibility, where grammatical morphemes may lose syntactic dependency and
acquire lexical meaning. The study shows that the plural suffix -lar? is
particularly productive in forming collective, social, ideological and expressive
meanings, while possessive and case suffixes contribute to substantivization and
adverbialization. Predicative endings display more limited derivational potential.

Key words: quantity, possession, case, predication (indicative),
derivation.

SOZSONU MOVQEYINDO iSiM KATEQORIYALARINA AiD QRAMMATIK
ELEMENTLORIN SOZYARADICILIQ FUNKSIYASI

Qoniro Mommodzada
Azarbaycan Memarliq va Ingaat Universiteti

Xiilasa
Mogalods Azorbaycan dilinde ad kateqoriyalarina moxsus qrammatik
elementlorin, komiyyat, monsubiyyot, hal vo xoborlik sokil¢gilorinin derivativ
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funksiyalar1 aragdirilir. Bu elementlor osason qrammatik vo sintaktik vozifs
dasisa da, miioyyon kontekstlordo qrammatiklikdon derivativliys kegarok
sOzdiizoltmodo istirak edir. Bu kecid tosadiifi xarakter dasimayib, dilin
kommunikativ vo informasiya toloblori ilo baglhidir. Qrammatik elementlorin
derivativ funksiyaya ke¢mosi sokilgili dillor {iglin iimumi olsa da, bu prosesin
intensivliyi dillor iizro forqlonir. Azarbaycan dili bu baximdan yiiksok funksional
cevikliyo malikdir vo grammatik morfemlor tez-tez leksik mona qazanaraq
miistoqil s6z vahidlorine gevrilir. Arasdirma gostorir ki, xiisusilo -lar? sokilgisi
kollektivlik, sosial vo ekspressiv mona yaradan mohsuldar derivativ vasito kimi
cixis edir, monsubiyyot vo hal sokilgilori iso substantivlosmo vo zorflosmo
proseslorindo foal rol oynaywr. Xaborlik sokilcilorinin derivativ potensiali iso
nisbaton mohduddur.
Acar sozlar: komiyyot, monsubiyyat, hal, xaborlik, derivativlik

JEPUBALIMOHHASA ®YHKIUA TPAMMATHYECKUX 3JIEMEHTOB,
OTHOCAIUXCA K KATETOPUAM NMEHMH, B ITIO3NIINU KOHIOA
CJIOBA

I'annpa Mamensage
A3zepbatiodcancrull yHusepcumenm apxumexmypsl U CmpoumeibCmed

Pesrome

B craree paccMaTpuBaroTCs JepUBALMOHHBIE (DYHKIIMM I'paMMaTHYECKUX
9JIEMEHTOB, TMPHHAUIEKANIMX K HMMEHHBIM KaTeropusM B a3epOailkaHCKOM
A3bIKE, BKJIOYas TIOKa3aTelM KOJUYECTBa, NpPUTSDKaTeNbHble —ad@uKchl,
najiekHble cyQpQUKCH U MPeAUKATUBHBIE MTOKA3aTenn. XOTs JaHHbIE 3JIE€MEHThI
B OCHOBHOM BBINOJHSIOT T'paMMaTHYeCKUE€ U CHUHTaKCH4Yeckue (QYHKIMH, B
OnpeeNéHHBIX KOHTEKCTaX OHHU MepexoAsT B JACpUBALMOHHYIO cdepy U
y4acTBYIOT B  cjoBooOpa3oBaHuMM.  Takoi  mepexox  0oOycioBIeH
KOMMYHHUKAaTUBHBIMH ¥ HWH(GOPMAIMOHHBIMH TOTPEOHOCTSMH SI3bIKA U HE
ABIIAETCS ciaydalHbIM. HecMoTpst Ha TO 4YTO mepexoa OT IpaMMaTHYECKHX K
JICpUBAIIMOHHBIM (DYHKIMSAM XapaKTepeH MJs arrIlOTHUHATHBHBIX S3BIKOB B
LIEJIOM, CTENEHb €ro TMpOSIBICHUS pa3jiMyaeTcss B  pa3HBIX  sA3bIKaX.
A3zepOailpkKaHCKUN SI3BIK OTIMYAETCS BBICOKOM (DYHKIMOHAIBLHOW THOKOCTHIO,
IpyU KOTOpPOM TIpaMMaTH4YecKHe MOpQpEMbl YTPayMBaIOT CHHTAKCUYECKYIO
3aBUCUMOCTh M TpHOOpeTaloT JeKkcudeckoe 3HaueHue. MccnenoBaHue
mokaseiBaeT, uro cydduxc -lar? spusercs Hambonmee NPOXYKTHBHBIM B
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(I)OpMI/IpOBaHI/II/I KOJUICKTUBHBIX, COLOUAJIBHBIX W J3SKCIIPECCUBHBIX 3Ha‘-IeHI/II71,
TOTJ]a KaK MPUTSDKATEIBHBIE U MaJeKHbIe CY(D(HUKCHI CITOCOOCTBYIOT Mpolieccam
cyOcTaHTHBaIMKM W agBepOuanuzanuu. [IpenukaTuBHBIC MOKA3aTenu 00JIagar0T
OoJiee or PAHUYCHHBIM ACPHUBALIMOHHBIM MOTCHIUAJIOM.

KiaroueBble CJ10Ba: KOJINYCCTBO, MMPUHAAJICKHOCTD, nagacix,
HU3BABUTCIIbHOCTL, ICPUBATUBHOCTD.

Introduction/Giris

Grammatical elements belonging to noun categories namely the
plural/quantity suffix “-lar?”, possessive suffixes, case suffixes, and predicative
(copular/personal) endings contain certain components that may acquire specific
derivational functionality within the structure of a word. The shift of
grammatical category suffixes into a word-forming (derivational) position is, of
course, not accidental; it may be explained by the fact that informativeness
cannot always be sufficiently expressed only through derivational elements.
Although the transition of grammatical elements toward derivation is considered
a universal phenomenon for all suffixing (agglutinative) languages, it is not
possible to claim that such transitions occur at the same level in all languages.
Since this process is connected with the specific informational needs of each
language, these indicators have emerged differently across languages. In
accordance with the informational activity of the Azerbaijani language,
tendencies of transition from grammaticality to derivationality can be observed
within almost all noun categories. This process can be seen in the derivational
functionality of the following elements belonging to noun grammatical
categories.

Derivational function of the quantity suffix -lar?. Aslan Aslanov, who
conducted a special study on the elements of the category of quantity, notes that
the suffixes -lar? in certain cases may lose their plural function and become
derivational (word-forming) suffixes; to confirm this, he cites examples such as:
Sahlar, Boylor — the Shahs, the Beys [Aslanov, 1963:79]. It should also be taken
into account that among Aslan Aslanov’s examples, the following are in
principle of a derivational nature: Nizamilor, Sabirlor — the Nizamis, the Sabirs;
Puskinlor, Tolstoylar — the Pushkins, the Tolstoys; Koroglular, Qacarlar — the
Koroghlus, the Qajars.

In addition, there are examples that do not carry a nominative plural
meaning but rather indicate type, variety, group or category, such as: sular,
kiiloklor, isiqlar, siialar — waters, winds, lights, rays; sofovilor, xozarilor,
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hagimilor — Safavids, Khazars/Khazaris, Hashimids, ag qoyunlular,
qaraqoyunlular — Ag Qoyunlu, Qara Qoyunlu; minlar, milyonlar — thousands,
millions; 26-lar, onii¢lor — the 26s; the thirteens; soharlor, gecalor, giindiizlor —
mornings, nights, days; aylar, illar, asrlor, gorinalor — months, years, centuries,
ages; nolor, kimlor — what things; who (plural); yerlor, goylor — places/lands;
skies/heavens; ellor, xalglar — communities; nations; qurmizilar, aglar — the
Reds; the Whites [Aslanov, 1963:71-77].

The derivational function of the plural suffix -lar (-lor) has also been
recorded in other sources. In Stylistics of the Azerbaijani Language,
A.Demirchizade characterizes the derivational feature of -lar (-lar) by noting that
it can attach to different parts of speech and acquire new meanings. Specifically,
the suffix -lar (-lor): attaches to proper nouns and expresses tribe, lineage,
genealogy: Sofovilor, Axmanovlar, Oguzlar, Xazarlor, Nizamilor, Fiizulilor —
the Safavids, the Akhmanovs, the Oghuz, the Khazars, the Nizamis, the Fuzulis;
attaches to common (abstract) nouns and expresses spiritual/abstract concepts:
sevgilar, qorxular, folakotlor, xosboxtliklor — loves/affections, fears, disasters,
happinesses (types of happiness); attaches to numerals and expresses
group/cluster: iyirmialtilar, qirxlar — the twenty-sixes (the 26s), the forties (the
Forty); attaches to adjectives and expresses group/party/supporters: aglar,
qaralar, qirmizilar — the Whites, the Blacks, the Reds; attaches to time words
and expresses period/stage: ovvollor, sonralar, qabaqlar, bir zamanlar —
earlier/formerly, later on, before/previously, once (upon a time) [Demirchizade,
1962:190-192]. While discussing non-productive suffixes that create
productivity, Osgor Ilkin states that -lar (-lor) also acquires derivational features
in words such as: Agalar, Boylor, Sahlar — the Aghas, the Beys, the Shahs
[Asgar, 2015:23]

Selim Jafarov also notes that in words such as: Sahlar, Agalar, Boylor,
Goylor, Abdallar — the Shahs, the Aghas, the Beys, the Blues/Sky-people, the
Abdals. The suffix —lar (-lar) carries a derivational character [Jafarov, 2017:158].
Comparative studies involving Turkic languages also provide facts showing that
—lar (-lor) may have a derivational function alongside its grammatical one
[Bilalova, 2016:21; Tarakanova, 2015:15]. Thus, the word groups formed in
Azerbaijani through the grammatical quantity suffix —lar (-lar) in its transition to
derivation may be characterized as follows:

1) Attached to proper names — words meaning lineage, genealogy, tribe,
supporters, tradition: ©hmadalilar, Meydanalilar, Mahmudboylilor — the
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Ahmadalis, the Meydanalis, the Mahmudbeylis; Qurdlar, Tilallar, — the
Wolves; the Tulal; Qacarlar, Omavilor, Hasimilor, Qiireyisilor — the Qajars, the
Umayyads, the Hashimids, the Qurayshites; Nizamilor, Fiizulilor, Vagqiflar,
Sabirlor — the Nizamis, the Fuzulis, the Vagqifs, the Sabirs, etc.

2) Attached to personal names and common nouns — expressive/satirical
characterization: tacirlorimiz Sonyalara bond olacagmis — Our traders will
become dependent on “Sonys” (i.e., modern fashions/brands); Bodboxt
Tiikozbanlar1 neylordin, ilahi! — What would You do with those miserable
“Tukazbans”, O God! [Sabir, 2004:146]; Das galbli insanlar1 neylordin, ilahi! —
What would You do with stone-hearted people, O God! [Sabir, 2004:145]. (Here
—lar/-lar expresses a “type” or “category of people” rather than plural count.)

3) Used in the formation of many ethno-toponyms (place names): Dallor
(Agsu, Saatli, Samkir) — Dallar (place name); Dalloklor (Yevlax) — Dallaks
(place name); Zallar (Kolbocor) — Zallar; Kosalar (Lonkoran) — Kosalar;
Otuzikilor (Borde) — Otuzikilor (“Thirty-Twos”); Turklor (Lagin) — Turks
(place name); Darvislor (Sorur) — Dervishes (place name); Eyvazallar
(Beylogan) — Eyvazallar; Domirgilor (Agdora, Qazax, Tortor, Xankondi) —
Blacksmiths (place name); Sixlar (Agdam, Goranboy, Qaz...) — Sheikhs (place
name), etc.

4) Attached to adjectives — group, community, affiliation: Aglar, Qaralar,
Qirmuzilar — the Whites, the Blacks, the Reds; Qizilbaslar — the Qizilbash.

5) Attached to numerals — group/supporter meanings (often mystical-Sufi
connotations). This is especially common with numbers three, seven, forty in
classical poetry and folk tradition:Qirxlar bir yerdos durdular... — The Forty
stood together... [Khatai, 2005:350]; Qirxlar meydaninda yunduq, pak olduq...
— In the square of the Forty we washed and became pure... [Khatai, 2005:338];
Qurxlar piri 6zii verib dorsimi... — The saint of the Forty himself taught me...
[Ashug Poetry, 2005: 37]; Yeddilor ¢atdirtb moni murada... — The Seven
brought me to my desire... [State of spiritual attaintmen, 2016]

6) Attached to pronouns — differentiation/emphasis. The suffix does not
attach to singular 1st and 2nd person pronouns; it may attach to plural 1st/2nd
persons in stylistic contexts: bizlor, sizlor — we (emphatic), you (emphatic
plural); Usaq monimdir, baba, doxli nadir sizlors / Kim sizi goyyum edib, hokm
edasiz bizloro — The child is mine, old man—what concern is it of yours? / Who
made you a guardian to rule over us? [Sabir, 2004:272]. The suffix also attaches
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to demonstratives/indefinites: elalori, belalari, bazilori — such ones, those kinds,
some of them.

Derivational functions of possessive suffixes. Almost all possessive
suffixes, to one degree or another, display a tendency to shift from
grammaticality to derivationality. The main points are as follows.

I. 1st Person Singular -im/-im/-um/-iim. As a purely grammatical marker,
this suffix appears in the second component of type-Ill possessive constructions
(genitive-possessive patterns), expressing ownership: monim kitabim — my
book; monim doftorim — my notebook; monim otagim — my room. When it
functions derivationally, it occurs in lexicalized words such as: bayim — my
lord / sir; xanim — lady / Mrs.; 6ziim — myself

flkin Asger interprets this suffix as a non-productive suffix that has shifted
from inflection to derivation and cites xanim as an example [Asgar, 2015:39]. In
fact, bayim, xanim and oziim historically originate from constructions like manim
bayim, moanim xamm, monim oziim, Which later became independent and
lexicalized.

Il. 2nd Person Singular —n/—in/~un/—in. As in the Ist person, the
derivational use is limited. Grammatically, the suffix marks ownership: sonin
kitabin — your book; sonin doftorin — your notebook; sanin evin — your house

When derivational, no phrase is formed; instead, a motivated lexical unit
emerges, for example: iistiin — superior; ¢irkin — ugly; ilkin — initial/primary.
In these lexical items, the hidden nominative interpretation may be reconstructed
as: [sonin] istiin, [sonin] ¢irkin, [sonin] ilkin (“your superior / your ugly / your
initial”), although the forms are no longer syntactically possessive. The
formation of reduplicative compounds also relates to this transition: dizin-dizin,
igin-i¢in, korun-korun, dalin-dalin (geriys-geriya) — knee by knee / step by step;
secretly; gradually; backwards/backwards

I1l. 3rd Person Singular —i/—i/-u/-ii; —s1/-si/-su/—sii. The transition to
derivation is more active in the 3rd person than in the 1st/2nd persons. Because
of its productivity, sources on word formation also address this suffix.

Ilkin Asger gives examples such as: Agasi, balasi, dliisii, elasi, belosi,
comisi —the master/owner; the child; the dead one; such one; that kind; the
total/all [Askar, 2015:15]. Additional examples include: giinii, sabahi, axsami,
ertosi — the day; the morning/tomorrow; the evening; the next day; Qulu,
Imamqulu — Qulu, Imamqulu (proper names); odliisii-dirisi — dead or alive;
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orasi, burasi, iralisi, gerisi — that place; this place; the front/next; the back/rest;
birisi, bazisi, goxusu — one of them; some of them; most of them, etc.

I. 1st Person Plural. Although there is a tendency for the 1st plural
possessive suffix to shift toward derivation, this transition is not intensive. Still,
in expressions such as: hamimiz bir yerdo — all of us together; tigtimiiz birlikdos
— the three of us together; kimimiz var — some of us are present; ¢oxumuz
bilmirik — most of us do not know; 6ziimiiz bilarik — we ourselves know / we’ll
decide ourselves we may observe a derivational tendency.

I1. 2nd Person Plural. In 2nd plural, the possessive suffix attaches to
adjectives, numerals, and pronouns and shows derivational tendencies. Even
though possessive relations are not fully eliminated, the meaning moves toward
lexical motivation and substantivization: yaxsiniz—pisiniz — your good and your
bad (qualities); agimiz—qaraniz — your white and your black (sides); istiniz—
soyugunuz — your warm and your cold (states). Here, attributive meaning tends
to become substantivized, activating the derivational function of the 2nd plural
possessive suffix.

1. 3rd Person Plural —lari/—lori. Grammatically, the suffix forms
possessive agreement and connects the two components of a possessive phrase:
onlarin doftorlori — their notebooks; onlarin kitablar1 — their books; onlarin
dostlart — their friends. In derivational usage, however, no first component is
needed; the second component becomes independent and lexicalized. The
frequent use of expressions such as: axsamlar1 yola ¢ixmaq — to set off in the
evenings; sabahlar1 gézlomok — to wait in the mornings; gecalori yatmamaq —
not to sleep at night; illori saymaq — to count the years; bozilori danisir — some
of them speak is not accidental and reflects lexicalization. B.Xalilov also
provides examples concerning the word-formation function of -lari? [Khalilov,
2007:71, 114].

Case suffixes and their derivational shift. The grammatical function of
case suffixes is to create syntactic linkage between words. The genitive case
expresses possessor meaning and links nouns to nouns, while accusative,
locative and ablative link nouns to verbs. In the grammatical-to-derivational
shift, case-marked words become semantically independent; the nominative
linkage function is replaced by semantic (lexical) meaning. Among case
suffixes, the shift is most observable in the accusative, locative and ablative.
Although not highly intensive, certain lexicalized formations exist.
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Accusative case. Grammatically, in: kitab1 oxumaq — to read the book;
agaci suvarmaq — to water the tree; meyvoni dormok — to pick the fruit the
accusative marks syntactic relation. When accusative becomes derivational, the
word is not governed by a verb in the same way; it becomes substantivized and
resembles a nominative form: geconi yatmamaq — not to sleep at night;
giindiizii ¢alismaq — to work during the day.

Locative Case -da?. Grammatically: evds oturmaq — to stay at home;
parkda gozmok — to walk in the park; ¢ayda ¢immok — to swim in the river.
When attached to time words, it becomes derivational and forms temporal
adverbs: yaz — yazda — spring — in spring; yay — yayda — summer — in
summer; qis — qisda — winter — in winter; axir — axirda — the end — finally;
ovval — ovvollordo — before — in earlier times; soharlor — sohoarlordo —
mornings — in the mornings (in those mornings); giin — giindo — day — per
day / in the day. It may also attach to bir and form a temporal meaning: bir-
birindo — at one time / once. This derivational feature is noted in sources
[Jafarov, 2007: 144; Demirchizade, 1962:66-67; Askar, 2015:60-61].

Ablative Case -dan?. Grammatically: evden ¢ixmaq — to leave the house;
sohardon golmok — to come from the city. Derivationally, it forms adverbs of
manner/time/cause: birdon — suddenly; axsamdan, sohardon — from evening;
from morning (since evening/morning); sabahdan — from tomorrow onward;
tonballikdon — out of laziness; qorxudan — out of fear; hiindiirdon, algagdan —
from high up; from low down; acligdan, toxlugdan — from hunger; from
fullness. This derivational function is also discussed in studies [Jafarov,
2007:145; Demirchizade, 1962:67-117; Askar, 2015:60-61].

Derivational function of predicative (copular/personal) endings.
Compared to other category suffixes, the shift of predicative endings from
inflection to derivation is more limited because their grammatical function is
highly intensive. Nevertheless, tendencies of grammatical-to-derivational shift
are observed. For example, 1st person singular endings —am/—om/—yam/—yam
create agreement between subject and predicate: dostam — | am a friend;
qardasam — | am a brother; miisllimom — | am a teacher; ustayam — | am a
master/craftsman; fohloyom — | am a worker. However, in some words, these
elements serve derivationally.

Nominatively, these may be reconstructed as: [mon] ticom, [mon] doérdom,
etc. No significant examples are typically found for 2nd person singular —san/—
son shifting to derivation. In 3rd person singular, the derivational shift of —dir/—
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dir/~dur/-diir is also limited. Grammatically, it establishes agreement: Oli
moktablidir — Ali is a school student. Yet lexical units formed with —dir exist:
quldur, dikdir, odur, budur — robber; (fixed lexical); that is it; this is it. Here,
one may still reconstruct: [0] quldur, [0] odur, [0] budur, but the words are
already lexicalized. There are also examples where —dir has fused with the root
and cannot be easily separated without reconstruction: hiindiir, baldir, andir,
cindir, tondir, sudur — tall; calf (leg); (archaic); ragged; tandoor;
(archaic/derived) [Askar, 2015:25]

The 1st person plural ending —1q/-ik/-ug/—ik grammatically creates
agreement: (biz) toloboyik — we are students; (biz) qardasigq — we are
brothers/siblings. At the same time, it appears derivationally in certain lexical
items: ¢op — ¢Oplik — twig — (lexicalized form), kop — kopik — foam
(formed/lexicalized). For the 2nd and 3rd person plural predicative endings,
examples of grammatical-to-derivational shift are generally not attested. This
may be explained by the stronger grammatical function of predicative endings
within noun categories.

Conclusion/Natico

The analysis demonstrates that grammatical elements belonging to noun
categories in Azerbaijani extend beyond their primary inflectional roles and
actively participate in derivational processes. This functional shift reflects the
language’s communicative needs and its high degree of morphological
flexibility. Among these elements, the plural suffix —lar?> shows the greatest
derivational productivity, while possessive and case suffixes contribute
significantly to substantivization and adverbialization. Overall, the interaction
between grammaticality and derivation plays a crucial role in the systematic
enrichment of the Azerbaijani lexicon.
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